NTCOSS NEWS SHEET – September 2009
As the humidity rises in the Top End with the approach of the build-up, the political temperature appears to be falling slightly. In the short term, Independent Gerry Wood’s agreement with the Chief Minister is holding, and the NT Government has the appearance of stability about it. However, the last month has seen increasing media coverage of the housing crisis which plagues Darwin and Alice Springs. The Government is under increasing pressure to take real action to address this critical problem. 
Proposed Alice Springs by-laws

Debate continues to rage about the draconian new by-laws under consideration by the Alice Springs Town Council which would make beggars liable to a fine of $130. The ASTC received 90 submissions from the public about the new proposals, which the full council will consider later in October. NTCOSS hopes that common sense will prevail and the fines for begging will be abandoned along with the other punitive aspects of the new by-laws  
Pre Budget Submission
We are currently putting a great deal of work into getting our Pre Budget Submission document to a draft standard so that it can be circulated to NTCOSS members for comment, before the paper is finalised and submitted to the government. We hope the draft will be available for comment within the next couple of weeks and would ask member organisations to respond quickly with their views so that the final product can be delivered to government without delay.
Media
September has been a quiet month for NTCOSS media-wise, apart from a long profile interview on Wendy Morton which was published in the National Indigenous Times. Wendy discussed issues such as homelessness, alcohol misuse, and the over-representation of Aboriginal people in the NT’s prison population. The interview can be viewed at http://www.nit.com.au/Community/story.aspx?id=18535
Shelter NT, along with agencies such as Somerville has had considerable success in attracting media coverage of the lack of safe, affordable housing in Darwin and Alice Springs.  

Annual General Meeting
NTCOSS held a well-attended AGM last week, which saw the election of a new committee for the coming year. We would particularly like to acknowledge Barry Hansen who has stepped down from the role of president, but will remain on the board. He will be ably succeeded by Bernie Dwyer from Amity, who has taken over the role of president. We also express our appreciation to outgoing board members Mel Hazard, Fergal Fleming, Kirsty Carter, Lava Kohaupt and Moira McCreesh for their contribution. 
Mental Health Week Dinners
We are looking forward to the Mental Health Week dinners in Darwin and Alice Springs next week which will feature former NSW politician John Brogden speaking frankly about his experience with depression. Our MC for the evening will be comedian Fiona O’Loughlin
There are still a few tickets available:
· Alice Springs on Wed 7 October - for bookings Elizabeth Dodd on 8950 4600

· Darwin on Thurs 8 October - for bookings phone Roma Hill on 8948 2665
Regards from the NTCOSS team
