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NTCOSS DISCLAIMER: 

This document represents NTCOSS’s reading of the NT Budget papers for 2009. Reading the many Budget papers is a complex task, and we have attempted to be as accurate as possible with all the information we have tabled. If you require further information – contact the relevant Government Department which deals with this issue.
1. Sector Wide
1.1 Establish a portable long-service leave scheme across the community sector.

Government Response – Not Addressed
1.2 Provide a substantial pay increase to community sector workers so that the sector can compete with government and business to attract quality staff.

Government Response – Not Addressed 

Other

· The government has committed to further reduce payroll tax rate from 5.9% to 5.5% by 2012 (Supporting Business Factsheet). 

1.3 Initiate a public-awareness campaign to raise the profile of the community sector and thereby improve the capacity of the sector to recruit and retain staff.

Government Response – Not Addressed

1.4 Address the specifics of the recommendations in the Housing sector, to increase the supply of public housing as a matter of urgency.

Government Response – Partially Addressed with the following (see section 10 on Housing)

· $ 1.30 Million for the Homelessness National Partnership Agreement – ‘A place to call Home Program’

1.5 Establish an independent anti-corruption investigative agency with powers to contact a primary investigation of complaints against police.

Government Response – Not Addressed
1.6 Adopt safeguards and guidelines around provision of information about police powers.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

The Territory Ombudsman’s Office has received funding to one of their budget highlights is to “Redefine and upgrade processes for handling complaints against police, under the new Ombudsman Act 2009”.

There is also provision of an independent, accessible and fair service for resolving complaints about the administrative actions of public servants and the delivery of health and community services (. 

2. Aged Care

2.1 Provide funding for two full-time geriatricians and two full-time Indigenous Project workers.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $ 1.25 Million to expand sub-acute care including rehabilitation, geriatric and Hospital in the Home services.
2.2 Review and adjust the Pensioner Concession Scheme to ensure that benefits are directed to those most in need

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $ 2.3 Million for increased pensioner concessions for motor vehicle registration, drivers license and utility costs (Regional Highlights p.4) 

· This will mean free driver license renewal for pensioners and carers, and increased motor vehicle registration subsidy from $ 104 to $ 150 per annum) (Territory Families fact sheet) 

3. Alcohol and Other Drugs

3.1 Fund an AOD peak body to provide policy advice, analysis, research and sector development for the AOD community sector

Government Response – Not Addressed

3.2 Increase funding for outreach and aftercare services, as well as community-based rehabilitation and treatment services, including detox beds.

Government Response – Addressed with the following

· $ 370,000 for a new service to provide transitional residential aftercare and out-reach support services after alcohol and other drugs rehabilitation 

Other

· $ 100,000 for Alcohol Ignition Lock Program (Regional Highlights, p.3)

· In 2009-10, $2.5 million is provided to operate sobering-up shelter services in all five regional centres (Community Services fact sheet)
· $ 300,000 for repairs  and maintenance of AOD services (No.4, p.40)
· $ 2 Million to construct a new shelter to replace existing facility in Katherine (No.4 p.38)
· $100,000 for clinical resources in Darwin and Alice Springs to support the community-based and residential alcohol and other drugs withdrawal service (Health and Families Factsheet) (Closing the Gap)
4. Children and Families

4.1 Fund ‘multipurpose hub’ services in remote communities with a co-coordinator, male and female caseworkers, and additional capacity to broker in other services.

Government Response – Not Addressed

4.2 Increase early intervention and support services such as child care and respite for families with children at risk, especially on remote communities.

Government Response – Partially addressed with the following. 

Budget Paper No.2

· $ 2 Million for the expansion of the Child Abuse Taskforce (p.48) 


 

· $ 2 Million for additional care and case management for children in care (p.48) 
 

· $ 1.5 Million for residential care unit for children in care (p.48)


 

· $600,000 for therapeutic services for children in care (p.48) 




· $ 1.5 Million for additional child protection workers for children in care (p.48)
· $ 1.5 Million Continued development of integrated community family violence and support services in remote communities (p.48,also under Women’s Services)
· $3.85 for Indigenous Early Childhood, Commonwealth contribution (Regional Highlights, p.3)
· $1.5 for Early Childhood Reform,  Commonwealth contribution (Regional Highlights, p.3)
Other
· $ 300,000 for a Targeted Family Support Service to support vulnerable families (Regional Highlights, p.10)
· $ 200,000 for the Peace at Home project to deal with domestic violence and child protection issues (Regional Highlights, p.10)
Other

· $2 Million to increase maternal and child health services for indigenous families. 
5. Culturally and Linguistically Diverse

5.1 Introduce a subsidised driver-training and licensing program to assist CALD background people to obtain drivers licenses so that they can maximize their contribution to the economy.

Government Response – Not Addressed

5.2 Create a specialist job referral agency for CALD backfill people to assist with recognition of qualifications, and to ensure that their skills are most effectively utilized.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $1 Million to promote cultural and linguistic diversity and improve multicultural community facilities (Budget Overview, p.19) 
6. Disability

6.1 Provide additional vocational and all-day program services, including post-school options, to ensure greater choice for consumers and guarantee coverage across the whole of the NT.

Government Response – Not Addressed 

6.2 Allocate substantial further funding to the Territory Independence and Mobility Equipment scheme (TIMES) to meet increasing demand and increase funding for the Northern Territory Taxi Subsidy Scheme (NTTSS) to reduce client contribution to 25% of the fare.

Government Response – Partially addressed with the following

· $0.25 Million to expand the TIMES Scheme (Regional H/lights p.3)

Other

· $0.7 Million for community organizations to accommodate people with special needs e.g. disability, youth and mental health. (Regional Highlights p.3) (also put under Mental Health and Youth)
· $ 66 Million for Community support services for frail aged people and people with disability (Paper No. 3). 
· $0.4 Million for community organizations to provide crisis accommodation
· Continuing additional funding of $1.7 million to assist students with intellectual disabilities and students with high level behavioural and emotional difficulties.

· Enhanced secure services for young people and adults with complex care needs with additional operational funding of $3.26 Million in 2009-10 and $11.43 Million ongoing from 2011-12 once facilities are fully established

· $ 5.2 Million for expansion of Disability services in the NT (No. 4,p.48) 
· $0.81 Million for programs to support students with a disability (Regional H/Lights p.7 – also under Education Territory wide)
7. Education

7.1 Provide funding to schools on the basis of enrolment rather than attendance so that they can meet the needs of all enrolled students.

Government Response – Not Addressed

7.2 Provide a pool of funds for NGO’s to develop partnerships with local communities to address school attendance, and support issues for disengaged students.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $ 200,000 for operating costs for two regional senior studies hostels to support education for children in remote communities (No. 2, p.45)) 
Budget paper (No. 2, p.45)

· $ 2 Million for continued roll out of new mobile preschools for children in remote communities

· Increase in Back to School Payments from $50 to $75, which amounts to a total of $ 1.05 million for every school aged child commencing in 2009

· $ 2.6 Million for the Families as First Teachers program (this amount has doubled from last year)
· An extra $ 0.9 Million for additional teachers to increase education opportunities for all children in remote communities – total of 16 teachers to respond to increased enrollment and attendance

Budget paper No. 3 (p.60)

· 6 school counsellors increasing to a total of 10 by 2011-12 to improve child protection outcomes

· Continuing additional funding of $1.7 million to assist students with intellectual disabilities and students with high level behavioural and emotional difficulties.
· As part of the National Partnership Agreements with the Commonwealth of $ 7.1 Million in 2009-10 for Low Socio-Economic Status School Communities (p.61)
· $400,000 for additional office space for student counsellors at Gunbalanya and Nhulunbuy (F/Sheet Education and Training)
· $0.81 Million for programs to support students with a disability (Regional H/Lights p.7 – also under Disability).
· $ 4.7 Million Alice Springs Middle School and Youth service Hub at Anzac High (p.62)
8. Employment and Adult Education

8.1 Fund an appropriate organization to investigate complaints of bullying and to run a public education campaign on the issue.

Government Response – Not Addressed

8.2 Establish a career guidance service which can be accessed by all job-seekers, once they have left the school system.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Paper No. 3 states one of the key functional responsibilities of the Department of Education and Training is to: 
 “Enhance links between the community, business and industry, schools and registered training organizations to improve student transition from school to work, further education or training” (No. 3, p.60) 

Other

· $ 118.9 Million for education and training infrastructure which includes the following(Supporting Business Facts sheet) 

· Upgrade of schools at Angurugu, Gapuwiyak, Gunbalanya, Lajamanu, Numbulwar                                ($ 6.25 Million).  

· Upgrades to Gillen and Anzac middle school and to establish a youth hub ($ 4.73 Million) (also under Youth).  Stage 3 upgrade Ross Park ($ 3.2 Million)

· To develop science and sports facilities at Dripstone Middle ($ 3 Million)  and T/Creek High ($ 3 Million)  

· $ 2 Million to upgrade various homeland learning centres across territory 
· $ 0.5 Million for Regional Jobs Hubs in Nhulunbuy and Tennant Creek to improve employment outcomes for local people (Regional H/lights Barkley, p.8).
· $ 1 Million to support Indigenous employment by replacing CDEP jobs with real jobs in NT public sector (this is recurring will increase to $1.2 Million next year)
· $ 0.85 Million for Indigenous Response Programs leading to employment (Regional H/Lights p.5)
9. Health

9.1 Improve patient transport options

(i) Expanding accommodation options for people using the PATS scheme to attend medical appointments

(ii) Introducing a pre-payment system for people traveling to appointments in their own vehicle.

Government Response – Not addressed

9.2 Develop a comprehensive framework for the NT Aboriginal health workforce to include adequate workforce numbers and effective recruitment and retention strategies for Aboriginal health workers, allied health staff, GPs and other health professionals.

Government Response – Partially addressed with the following

· $2 Million for teams of midwives and Aboriginal health workers in Darwin and Alice Springs to support Aboriginal women from remote communities to access birthing services in main centres (Overview, p.8)
Other

· $ .6 Million for Areyonga Health Centre – upgrade health centre to provide additional separate gender consulting rooms, space for visiting specialists and a meeting room 

10.    Housing 

10.1 Increase the supply of public and community housing for all client groups.  We also ask for a commitment from Government to develop a close working relationship with the non-government sector to achieve desired outcomes for these disadvantaged groups.

Government Response – Partially addressed with the following

· $10 Million for Bellamack Seniors Village

· $ 4 Million to upgrade older unit complexes in Darwin and Alice Springs to help tackle antisocial behaviour.

· $ 3.25 Million to provide services that reduce homelessness and rough sleeping, improve access sustainable housing and improve social inclusion of homeless people and people at risk of homelessness (Housing the Terr. Facts sheet).

Government Employment Housing – Revoted works (No. 4, p.42)

· $ 9.5 Million for Closing the Gap initiative to construct additional housing in remote localities

· $ 4.6 Million to construct additional housing in remote localities

· $ 2.1 Million Replace existing housing in remote localities

Government Employment Housing – New works (No.4, p.43)

· $ 10 Million for Closing the Gap initiative to construct additional housing in remote localities

· $ 8 Million to construct additional housing in remote localities

· $ 2 Million Replace existing housing in remote localities

· $ 6 Million to upgrade police and other priority housing in remote locations

10.2 Establish a protocol whereby future land releases by the NT Government mandate 20% for affordable rental and social housing, to be offered for joint ventures between government, the private sector and not-for-profit organizations.

Government Response – Not addressed

Other

· Many of the housing initiatives have been previously announced and include commonwealth funding

· A new home purchase scheme ‘Homestart’

· The establishment of an Affordable Housing Rental Company

· Parap Gateway development which will be a mixture of public and private housing, including seniors and first home buyers and up to 200 units for the Affordable Rental Company

· $ .15 Million for SIHIP (Strategic Indig. Housing Infrastructure Program) to construct housing in remote communities across the Territory (No. 4, p.42)

11.    Indigenous

11.1 Increase funding to provide more cross-cultural education for police, and to encourage Indigenous people to take up policing as a career.

Government Response – Not Addressed

11.2 Increase funding for cultural awareness training for all non-Indigenous people working in the NT, and provide further training in the use of interpreters.

Government Response – Not Addressed

12.    Law and Justice

12.1 Provide adequate recurrent funding for youth court support programs.

Government Response – Not Addressed

12.2 Increase NT Government funding to community legal centres and domestic violence legal services so that they can operate effectively across the NT.

Government Response – Not Addressed 

Other

· $1 Million to integrate Youth Community Corrections into the Family Support Centre (Regional H/lights p.3 - also under Youth)
· $ 5 Million to support the delivery of crisis accommodation services, counseling services and public education and legal support for women and families of domestic violence (Budget Overview, p.15)

· $ 2 Million for additional accommodation for victims of D.V. (Territory wide) (No.4,p.39)

· $ 231,000 for repairs and maintenance to family violence and sexual assault services   (No.4, p.40, also under Women’s Services)
· $2.3 Million to address increasing court activity levels and to strengthen security and safety measures at courts in Darwin and Alice Springs for greater protection of court users and court staff (No.3, p.94)
· $0.4 Million to install and upgrade in-court video recording and videoconferencing facilities to protect vulnerable witnesses and allow for streamlining of some court processes (No.3, p.94)
· $1 Million for additional remote area corrections officers 

· $ 0.9 Million for rehabilitation programs for sex offenders 
· $1 Million for improved prisoner education and rehabilitation programs
· $2 Million to establish a prisoner work camp
13.    Men’s Services

13.1 Establish community-based violence prevention programs, including programs specific to Aboriginal men.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $ 0.2 Million additional funding under Closing the Gap, to expand the Indigenous Family Violence Offender Program (No.3, p.94) 
13.2 Establish healing places for Aboriginal men, and introduce ‘half-way’ house, ideally run by Aboriginal men, to facilitate successful reintegration into community.

Government Response – Not Addressed

14.    Mental Health

14.1 Allocate funding to the development of a case-management service for people with a dual diagnosis ‘mental health and alcohol and other drug issue.

Government Response – Not Addressed

14.2 Allocate funding to the development of a specialist employment service for people with mental health problems.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $0.7 Million for community organizations to accommodate people with special needs e.g. disability, youth, mental health. (Regional Highlights p.3) (also under Youth and Disability)
· $37.3 Million for mental health services Territory wide (Overview, p.17)
· $3.26 Million in 2009-10 increasing to $11.43 Million ongoing from 2011-12 to provide 96 additional nursing, mental health and therapeutic care positions and to operate the facilities once fully established. (Overview, p.17) (Secure Care)
15.    Transport

15.1 Expand existing public bus timetables and routes to make the system more accessible to low-income and disadvantaged people.

Government Response – Partially addressed with the following

Territory Families Factsheet 

· $ 1.8 Million for free public bus travel for seniors, carers and students

· $ 1 Million for new Park and Ride bus facilities in Darwin and surrounding rural area

Prior to Budget being released, school bus routes in Alice Springs expanded to cater for more town camp children in getting to school.

15.2 Establish community bus models in regional areas, and increase the frequency of service and the number of routes.

Government Response – Not Addressed   

Regional Highlights

· $ 0.69 Million for an urban bus service for Central Australian Region (p.7)
· $1.01 Million for school buses and special needs transport for students in Central Aust. (p.7)
16.    Women’s Services

16.1 Establish a Domestic Fatality Review Committee.

Government Response – Not Addressed 
16.2 Increase funding of education campaigns and training to be delivered throughout the NT, including remote communities.

Government Response - Partially addressed with the following

· $ 1.5 Million to continue development of integrated community family violence and support services in remote communities (also under Families and Children, No. 2, p.48)

Other

· $ 2 Million for New Capital Works for emergency accommodation for victims of domestic violence (No.4, p.39)
· $ 5 Million to support the delivery of crisis accommodation services, counseling services and public education and legal support for women and families of domestic violence (Budget Overview, p.15)

· $ 2 Million for additional accommodation for victims of D.V. (Territory Wide) (No.4,p.39)

· $ 231,000 for repairs and maintenance to family violence and sexual assault services (No.4, p.40, also under Law and Justice)

17.    Youth

17.1 Establish two full-time project officer positions, based in Darwin and Alice Springs to enable Northern Territory Youth Affairs Network to provide comprehensive support to workers in the sector across the whole of NT.

Government Response – Not Addressed

17.2 Provide funding for an independent mapping and evaluation of youth services in the NT to identify service gaps.

Government Response – Not Addressed

Other

· $0.7 Million for community organizations to accommodate people with special needs e.g. disability, youth, and mental health. (Regional Highlights p.3) (also under Disability and Mental Health)
· $ 50,000 to boxing schools to help keep youth out of the criminal justice system (No.2, p.50) 

· $1 Million to integrate Youth Community Corrections into the Family Support Centre (Regional Highlights p.3 - also under Law and Justice)
· $ 0.4 Million for youth rehabilitation camps
· $ 1.12 Million for additional resources to improve emergency accommodation in Alice Springs for young people at risk (No.2, p.48)

· $ 0.88 Million to increase resources for youth rehabilitation camps and for additional youth support workers (No.2, p.48)

· $ 4.73 Million which includes $75,000 for NT Police to develop Youth Hub delivery and management model, $75,000 per annum for Gap Youth Centre to provide after dark recreational services, $225,000 per annum (existing) for after dark recreational services provided by Tangentyere Council and Congress and $1.12 Million for operational costs for 6 additional emergency accommodation beds (also under Employment and Adult Education).
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